
February 2023

Town Council  
Chooses New Town  

Maintenance Provider 
 Beginning with the new year, Matthew Sager of 

Valley Trash Services will perform monthly town 
maintenance. Sager, a resident of Strasburg, offers 
various home services such as house and garden 

cleaning, lawn work, trash and refuse removal, 
and demolition and construction.  

 Sager will be responsible for keeping brush 
trimmed from viewshed areas, keeping sidewalks 

cleared, and working to restore some of the 
town’s dry run. The dry run, located at the north 
end of town, is currently blocked with brush and 
debris. This flow area provides the town with an 

outlet to prevent flooding.  
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Your Local 
Government 

Lisa Currie, mayor


Council members: 
Cena Hubbell, vice mayor

Judy Pangle

Dawn Rinker

Lisa Keller Nelson

Mike Triggs

Susie Wilburn


Planning Commission 
Scott Rinker, chair

Scott Currie

William “Bill” Minton

Matt Platt

Jennifer Frye 

Toms Brook Town Planner 
Amanda Kerns, NSVRC


Board of Zoning Appeals 
Larry Gochenour

Rick Edge

Tasha Fleming

Richard Funkhouser

Misty Sutherly


Representative to 
Shenandoah County 
Parks and Rec Board: 
Jason Perry


Toms Brook Town Council 
meets the second Thursday 
of each month at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church in the 
reception hall  at 7 pm. 

Toms Brook Planning 
Commission meets the first 
Thursday of each month in 
the Fire Department Social 
Hall  at 7:30 pm

Contact Sager for home services at 
valleytrashservice.com or 540-469-0560

Before you dig  call 811 
  
 811 is the national call-before-you-dig phone number. Anyone who plans to dig 
should call 811 or visit the Virginia 811 website two to three business days before 
digging. Professional locators are then sent — for free — to the requested dig site to 

mark the approximate locations of underground 
lines with flags, paint or both so that you don’t 
dig into and damage an underground utility line. 
  Always contact your 811 center, 
wait the required time for utilities to respond to 
your request and ensure that all utilities have 
responded to your request before digging in the 
ground. 

A homeowner using a shovel and a 
professional excavator using an earthmover are 
required by state law to call 811. 

https://va811.com/
http://valleytrashservice.com
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TOWN OFFICE  
HOURS 
 Mondays and Fridays 

1:00-4:00   
ADDRESS 
Town Office 
PO Box 90 
3342 South Main Street 
Toms Brook, Virginia 
22660 

CONTACT 
Phone: 
540-436-8000

Annual December Christmas Decorating Contest 
Winners 


This year’s winners of the annual Christmas decorating 
contest were chosen by the Shenandoah County Chamber 
of Commerce. Toms Brook is often recognized as one of 

the most decorated towns 
along the Valley Pike. Thank 
you for keeping the spirit alive 
in Toms Brook.  

1st place – 3341 Hillcrest 
2nd place – 120 Jessica Place 

3rd place – 3535 Main Street 

Have some cool photos of Toms Brook?  
Have some historical photos?  
Have an interesting idea for the newsletter?  
Want to share the photos or ideas for the 
newsletter?  

If you want to share,  
we can always use 

your photos and ideas.  

Please contact the mayor at 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net or at 

ljgcurrie@yahoo.com.  

AMANDA KERNS 
Town Planner/Zoning 

Administrator 
akerns@nsvregion.org 

540-636-8800 
ext. 202

LISA CURRIE 
Toms Brook Mayor 

mayor@tomsbrookva.net 
ljgcurrie@yahoo.com 

mailto:akerns@nsvregion.org
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:ljgcurrie@yahoo.com
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:ljgcurrie@yahoo.com
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Mayor’s Message:  
 Sometimes it’s hard to believe that this new year 
is 2023. I realize that I was born – and many of our 
residents – in the last century. The last century was a 
different time and place to the current Toms Brook, and 
the council is working hard to get the town up to the 
current 2023. 
 The first thing to recognize is the amount of work 
town clerk Eva Selwyn has accomplished in the short time she 
has been with the town. Working several afternoons a week, Ms. 
Selwyn has been able to update the real estate and personal property tax 

bills and deal with changes that come with each individual tax payer. She has organized the town 
office and works cooperatively with Shenandoah County and other towns in the county.  
In addition, the town accountant Savannah Pearson has completed a total financial reconciliation 
of town finances, helping the town prepare for the upcoming budget season. This has been a 
time-consuming process, a process that has not been completed prior to this time. Because Ms. 
Pearson does not have access to check writing, in the future, she will be titled town accountant. 
 In addition, Susie Wilburn, the single member of the town’s communication committee, 
has worked to reproduce the very outdated town ordinance booklet. This is a huge project. Even 
though the council has updated various chapters in the book over the last six years, the booklet 
online could not be updated because of the format. That booklet was created in the 1970s, long 
before the technology of 2023. Because the booklet was so old, the booklet could not be easily 
changed; thus, the only choice required a complete retyping. Now, the newly formatted booklet 
will be posted online with updates and links to Virginia state code, a code on which Toms Brook 
ordinances are based. There are still some kinks in the plan, but the town is working, with other 
towns and with the regional commission, to overcome the hurdles as we move forward into 2023.  
 As a means to build community and relationships, the council plans various events over 
the upcoming months – such as the April clean up and a winter craft festival in December. We 
hope the town residents will participate, a means to make new friends and renew friendships with 
old friends. 
 Just to update the town; a plan to replace sidewalks is taking place, at least verbally. In the 
fall, Tyler McDonald, town snow removal, agreed to inspect the sidewalks and provide a spring 
bid on the replacement of several pieces of sidewalk, pieces that have not been touched for 
decades. The mayor and the council knows such steps have taken a long time, but we have 
worked diligently to get someone interested in the process because the town’s budget restricts 
the cost. In 2018, the council was told that to repair the entire sidewalk area in Toms Brook is 
more than $1 million. Our federal ARPA funds cover just a percentage of that total amount. For 
this reason, companies who are insured and licensed in Virginia do not even bid on the project. 
Because we are a town, we must employ a business that is licensed and insured by the state. 
 Finally, our speed signs seem to be slowing the traffic, the blinking light making drivers 
aware of their speed through town. This is a giant step for our public safety goals. 
 The last step toward town safety is the full-time deputy who becomes part of the Toms 
Brook community on Feb. 13. The officer will have staggered hours for the first month, as the 
town council works with the Shenandoah County Sheriff’s Department to determine the best 
schedule. More news about our officer in the March/April newsletter. 

Lisa Currie, Mayor    g
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Spring  
Plans in  
“the Brook” 

  
 The town council is planning a spring 
cleanup event for April 29th. As in the past, the 
council will provide a dumpster for residents to 
place large landfill items during the weekend of 
April 28, 29, and 30th.  
 The dumpster should be used only 
during daylight hours with items placed entirely 
into the dumpster not outside the dumpster on 
the ground. Residents use the dumpster at their 
own risk.  
 In addition to the dumpster, as in the 
past, the town-wide cleanup will be held 
Saturday, April 29th, from 9:30 am to noon. At 
this time, the council is asking residents to help 
with trash collection around their properties.   
 Come help at the town run or around the 
town lot behind the post office. Help pick up 
trash along the Main Street or items around your 
own property. Bring these items to the dumpster. 
Let’s work together to make Toms  Brook shine 
for the spring season.  
 After the town cleanup – around 1 p.m. - 
the council will host an art fair, with residents 
able to make a piece of pottery on the town lot 
behind the post office. Residents can make a 
bird house or a flowerpot and return in May and 
June to paint the item for firing. Council member 
Susie Wilburn, the town’s retired potter, will 
assist residents with instructions and with the 
donation of materials.  
 Come on down and participate – get to 
know your neighbors – make a keepsake – and 
enjoy the afternoon.  
 Additional information about the event 
will be in the April newsletter. Rain date for town 
cleanup and art project would be May 13. 

2023 Planting Calendar  
Toms Brook 22660  From the 2023 Farmer's Almanac Page

Crop Start Seeds 
Indoors

Plant Seedlings or 
Transplants

Basil

Bell 
Peppers

Broccoli

Cabbage

Feb 19-March 5 

Feb 20-March 5

March 5-20 

March 5-7

May 1-22 

May 1-5, May 19-22

Based on Frost Dates  Based on Moon Dates    

April 3-17 

April 3-5

April 3-24 

April 3-5, April 
19-24

March 5-20 

March 5-7

Mar 5-20 

March 5-7

May8-22  

May 19-22

Illustration by: Paul Zdepski, 2023
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It’s not fitness.  
It’s not self-defense.  

It’s just fun.  

 On any given Monday/
Tuesday or Wednesday/
Thursday, residents can 
find Rick Edge, of Main 
Street, stretching calf 
muscles, doing jumping 
jacks, and teaching young 
women and men how to 
protect themselves as well as develop confidence, physical strength, and 
control.  
Edges’ Isshin-ryu Karate is a means to “show [people] that they don’t have to be 
a victim,” said Edge.  

  
On this Monday evening, Amanda Safranek and her two daughters, Kiki, 5, and Zynyah, 11, are 
following the Edge’s lead as he teaches kicks, steps, punching, and, most importantly, physical 

confidence. Even the youngest is given the same one-on-one 
attention that her older sister is provided. Father, Travis 
Mosely, said he is glad his girls are taking the class because 
he wants them always to be able defend themselves. “Besides 
that, they like it.” 
“I have more confidence in my ability,” said Anna Hancock of 
Fort Valley. She has been participating in the classes since 
August 2022. “It’s fun too,” she said.  
 Because Edge has a full-time job, his weekly classes are 
offered on a staggered schedule, accommodating his full-time 
job.  

Residents can drop in and try a class, register for a class 
through Shenandoah County Parks and Recreation, or 
contact Edge at 540-335-3694. “I want people to try it, 
just learn first,” he said.  
 Edge has one of the newest businesses in town, 
a business that survived the COVID 19 pandemic, a 
business that is ready to kick off the spring and summer 
season. Those interested should contact Edge about 
hours and cost.  
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Photos taken from their Facebook posting.

The Toms Brook Volunteer Fire Department is welcoming 
a new Pierce Velocity fire truck to the department. 
The new (or newer) vehicle was purchased from a 
department outside Houston, Texas, a 2012 vehicle with 
only 11,000 miles. Volunteer fire department member 
Josh Hammersley said member leadership flew to Texas 
to drive the truck home before the truck is sent to West 
Virginia where the truck will be repainted and equipped 
with necessary tools and put into service. 

This large rescue vehicle benefits not only Toms Brook, 
who replaces the current outdated and ailing rescue 
vehicle, but various other towns in the area as well as 
Shenandoah County overall because the heavy duty 
vehicle is one of a kind. Hammersley said this truck is one 
of the few in a forty-five minute radius. “And we were able 
to purchase this at a quarter of the cost of a new vehicle,” 
he said. Hammersley said this is a much larger rescue 
vehicle than the previous vehicle, a win for Shenandoah 
County. 

The truck will be at the Toms Brook station for about a 
month before heading to West Virginia for a new new 
paint job, new mirrors, and tools. The department 
anticipates a June service date after Emergency 
Executive Lighting has completed the upgrades and 
requirements. 

Fire Department Brings  
Home New Rescue Vehicle
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THIS IS THE TOWN’S NEWSLETTER.  
Do you have something to add?

The Toms Brook newsletter is published by the town 
every other month, or so; although, there is no regular 
publication date. The publication features various 
events and news items that affect the town of Toms 
Brook and acts as a means to keep our citizens well 
informed. 

Do you have something to add? Is your church or 
organization having an event that you would like to see 
featured in the newsletter? 

If so, please send your monthly events to 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net or to 
treasurer@tomsbrookva.net to be included in the next 
newsletter. Please make sure you give enough time for 
publication. The next newsletter will be published 
around the first of April. If you have spring or summer 
events you would like the citizens of Toms Brook to 
know about, please share them for publication.  

You never know what you will find, so check out the 
town’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
Toms-Brook-VA-364726707331804/

Unregistered Vehicles are not 
Allowed Within the Town Limits 

Over the last few months, several residents have 
expressed concern about unlicensed vehicles left 
abandoned within the town limits. Unlicensed vehicles 
may NOT be left within the town. Please remove these 
or the town will need to tow the vehicle away and you 
will have to pay to get it back. 

Secure Mailbox  
for Community Access 

The town has purchased a locked mailbox for after-hours 
communication with the town office. The box is located on 

the south side of the Toms Brook Volunteer Fire 
Department. The box can be used outside of town office 

hours to deposit tax bills or other information that is 
necessary for the town clerk/treasurer. Payments can be 

left in the new mailbox outside the fire department 

mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:treasurer@tomsbrookva.net
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