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Your Local 
Government 

Lisa Currie, mayor


Council members: 
Johanna O’Toole, vice mayor

Paul Buckley

Judy Pangle

Dawn Rinker

Lisa Keller Nelson

Mike Triggs


Planning Commission 
Cena Hubbell

Scott Currie

William “Bill” Minton

Cindy Hockman, chair

Lisa Keller Nelson, council rep 

Toms Brook Town Planner 
Amanda Kerns, NSVRC


Board of Zoning Appeals 
Susie Wilburn, chair

Rick Edge

Kathy Kern 

Richard Funkhouser

Scott Rinker


Representative to 
Shenandoah County Parks 
and Rec Board: 
Jason Perry


Toms Brook Town Council 
meets the second Thursday of 
each month in the town office 
at 7 pm. 

Toms Brook Planning 
Commission meets the first 
Thursday of each month in 
the town office at 7:30 pm 

iCelebrating  
Our Heroes  
During   the  
Pandemic i 

Residents may have 
seen the rainbow of hearts at 
the Toms Brook Handy Mart. 
The hearts covered the 
window and door from early 
March to last week. It was 
manager Diane Cook’s and clerk Tammy Albright’s idea – a way to 
recognize those people who were on the front lines and exposed to 
the novel coronavirus. The hearts included names of medical 
professionals, fire and rescue personnel, family members, friends, 
town residents, and truck drivers. Albright said the names came 
from anyone who stopped in the store – a way to recognize people 

for their service.  

The Toms Brook 
community 
thanks the 
Handy Mart for 
supporting our 
community and 
supporting our 
heroes in the time 
of need. 

i Let us continue 
to support those 
who support us.i  photos: Tammy Albright at Handy Mart
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Be 
respectful, 

be safe!  

Wear a mask 
to protect 
yourself!  

Because of the rising cases 
of novel Coronavirus in 
Shenandoah County, it is 
important to remember and 
use safe practices in the prevention of the disease spread. Please 
wear a mask when indoors as mandated by Virginia legislation. 
The following has been taken from Virginia’s Governor Ralph 
Northam executive order 63, order of public health emergency 
five.  

Face Coverings Required- All patrons in the Commonwealth aged 
ten and over shall when entering, exiting, traveling through, and 
spending time inside the settings listed below cover their mouth 
and nose with a face covering, as described and 
recommended by the CDC:  

1. Personal care and personal grooming businesses, 
including but not limited to, beauty salons, 
barbershops, spas, massage centers, tanning 
salons, tattoo shops, and any other location where 
personal care or personal grooming services are 
provided.  

2. All brick and mortar retail businesses, including both essential 
and non-essential brick and mortar retail businesses, as 
delineated in Amended Executive Order 61 and Amended Order 
of Public Health Emergency Three (2020).  

3. Food and beverage establishments, including but not limited 
to, restaurants, dining establishments, food courts, 

breweries, microbreweries, distilleries, wineries, 
tasting rooms, and farmers markets, when permitted 

to reopen for indoor dining.  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TOWN OFFICE  
HOURS 
CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.


  CONTACT US THROUGH 
EMAIL OR BY PHONE 
  
ADDRESS 
Town Office 
PO Box 90 
3342 South Main Street 
Toms Brook, Virginia 22660 

CONTACT 
Phone: 
540-436-8000

LISA CURRIE 
Toms Brook Mayor 

mayor@tomsbrookva.net 

Amanda Kerns 
Town Planner/Zoning 

Administrator 
akerns@nsvregion.org 

540-636-8800 
ext. 202

Maggie O’Toole 
Town Clerk and Treasurer 
treasurer@tomsbrookva.net 

540-436-8000

Photo: Tammy 
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4. Entertainment or recreation businesses, 
including but not limited to, racetracks, 
historic horse racing facilities, theaters, 
performing arts centers, concert venues, 
museums, and other indoor entertainment 
centers, bowling alleys, skating rinks, arcades, 
amusement parks, trampoline parks, fairs, arts 
and craft facilities, aquariums, zoos, escape 
rooms, public and private social clubs, and all 
other places of indoor public amusement, once 
permitted to reopen to the public. Face 
coverings shall also be required when patrons 
are outdoors at these businesses if a distance 
of six feet from every other person cannot be 
maintained.  

5. Train stations, bus stations, and intrastate 
public transportation, including buses, 
rideshares, trains, taxis, and cars for hire, as 
well as any waiting or congregating areas 
associated with boarding public transportation. 
This requirement shall not apply in any area 
under federal jurisdiction or control.  

6. Any other indoor place shared by groups of 
people who are in close proximity to each 
other. This restriction does not apply to persons 
while inside their residence or the personal 
residence of another. Face coverings may be 
removed to participate in a religious ritual.  

7. State or local government buildings when 
accessed for the purpose of securing public 
services, with the exception of students in 
daycare centers or participating in-person 
classes in K-12 education or institutions of 
higher education.  

B. Face Coverings Required-Employees of 
Essential Retail Businesses All employees of 
essential retail businesses as listed in Amended 
Executive Order 61 and Amended Order of 
Public Health Emergency Three (2020), section 
C, paragraph 1 shall wear a 3 face covering 
whenever working in customer facing areas.  

Amended Executive Order 61 and Amended 
Order of Public Health Emergency Three (2020) 
is so further amended. C. Enforcement The 
Virginia Department of Health shall have 
authority to enforce this Order. Any willful 
violation or refusal, failure, or neglect to 

comply with this Order, issued pursuant to § 
32.1-13 of the Code of Virginia, is punishable as 
a Class 1 misdemeanor pursuant to § 32.1-27 of 
the Code of Virginia.  

The State Health Commissioner may also seek 
injunctive relief in circuit court for violation of 
this Order, pursuant to § 32.1-27 of the 
Code of Virginia.  

The use of cloth face coverings does 
not replace the need to maintain six 
feet of physical social distancing, 
clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces routinely in all 
public settings, stay home when sick, 
and practice frequent handwashing.  

D. Exceptions The requirement to wear a face 
covering does not apply to following:  

1. While eating or drinking;  

2. Individuals exercising or using exercise 
equipment;  

3. Any person who has trouble breathing, or is 
unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise 
unable to remove the face covering without 
assistance;  

4. Any person seeking to communicate with the 
hearing impaired and for which the mouth 
needs to be visible;  

5. When temporary removal of the face 
covering is necessary to secure government or 
medical services; and  

6. Persons with health conditions that prohibit 
wearing a face covering. Nothing in this Order 
shall require the use of a face covering by any 
person for whom doing so would be contrary to 
his or her health or safety because of a medical 
condition. Any person who declines to wear a 
face covering because of a medical condition 
shall not be required to produce or carry 
medical documentation verifying the stated 
condition nor shall the person be 
required to identify the precise 
underlying medical condition. 

This executive order is in effect 
until the Virginia governor lifts it.  
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Town Election Results 

 

Toms Brook has a 
New Town Planner 

Amanda Kerns joined us as Town Planner in 
January of 2020.(see photo bottom left) She 

was hired on as Regional Planner for the 
Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional 

Commission (NSVRC) full-time in December 
2019, after interning with the organization 

for six months. Amanda was born and raised 
in Winchester, and has spent time in South 

Florida where she received a bachelor’s 
degree in Urban and Regional Planning 

from Florida Atlantic University (FAU).  

During her time at FAU, Amanda worked as 
a research assistant with the Center for 

Urban and Environmental Solutions, and 
served as secretary and president of the 

Planning Society, the department’s student 
organization. As a research assistant she 

worked with municipalities such as 
Downtown West Palm Beach and the City of 

Fort Lauderdale conducting community 
planning and economic development related 

projects. At the NSVRC Amanda provides 
technical assistance in traditional planning 
areas; and is gaining experience in zoning 

ordinance development and administration, 
as well as comprehensive planning. In 

addition, Amanda provides creative and 
design support on a variety of staff projects. 

In her role as Town Planner for Tom’s Brook, 
Amanda has assisted in the finalizing and 

adoption of the recent updates to the 
Comprehensive Plan. She will continue to 

assist in matters of zoning and land use.  
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Amanda Kerns
, Toms Brook Tow

n Planner
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Town Meetings Still 
Held Through Zoom 

Because of the novel coronavirus and the 
governor’s request for social distancing, the 
June Toms Brook Town Council meeting cannot 
be held in the town office. In order to have 
the meeting, this meeting is held through 
Zoom at this address: 

https://vccs.zoom.us/j/96522026587 
Meeting ID: 965 2202 6587  
 
One tap mobile  
+16465588656,,96522026587# US (New 
York)  

You can join the meeting by clicking the link 
and downloading Zoom. You can also call 
into the meeting using the number provided. 
At this point in time, the mayor and council 
do not know when meetings will return to the 
town office. We will post the information in 
the Toms Brook Handy Mart and Toms 
Brook Post Office, so citizens are aware as 
soon as guidance from Richmond is given.  

If you have any information that needs to 
come before the council please send the 
information via email to Lisa Currie, mayor, 
at mayor@tomsbrookva.net. Your comments 
will be read at the meeting. You can also 
leave a message at the town office at 
436-8000.  

In addition, because of the coronavirus, the 
town office hours are undecided. Currently, 
town clerk and treasurer Maggie O’Toole is 
in the office on Thursday between 1:30 and 
5:30 pm, although the office is not open to 
the public as the space is limited. New town 
office hours will be posted on the town office 
window and in places around the town to 
help the residents stay informed.  

Lions, Tigers and Bears 
– OH MY! 

Well, Toms Brook may not 
have lions and tigers, but 
we do have bears and 

skunks. This year the wild population has 
found that Toms Brook makes a great place 
to live. For this reason, keeping brush cut, 
empty vehicles removed, trash sealed, and 
pet food and bird food inside for a season is 
essential to public safety.  

The bear – or bears - has been seen or has 
left remnants of itself on both the east and 
west side of town. The skunk family – there 
are at least three very good sized skunks – 
are found on the west side, roaming through 
trash and brush looking for food. Animal 
control has been contacted and are working 
to remove some of the skunks from town. 
Please be aware when you leave your home 
after dark or at early in the morning when 
the skunks are searching for food.  

Remember: these are wild animals. Do not 
approach them. Loud noises will scare the 
animals away. Do not attempt to corner the 
animal and tell children to stay 
away. 
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Sidewalk Repair 
Contract Awarded 
In April, the Toms Brook Town Council 
approved a multi-phase sidewalk repair 
project awarding a contract to Ratcliffe 
Concrete of Strasburg, VA. The project will 
include the replacement of the curb and 
gutter by Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) with the replacement 
of the sidewalk by Ratcliffe Concrete. 
Residents may see sidewalk markings in the 
coming months as Ratcliffe beings the first 
phase of the repairs. Approximately 20 
squares will be done at a time. This work 
must be done in cooperation with VDOT as 
the curb must be repaired before the 
sidewalk is repaired.  

Council to Approve 2020-2021 
Budget Without Increases 

The Toms Brook Town 
Council will approve the 
2020-2021 budget at the 

June 11 meeting. This 
budget does not include any 

increases for town residents. For 
a copy of the budget, please contact the 
town office at 436-8000 or the town 
treasurer at treasurer@tomsbrookva.net. A 
copy of the budget can be found on the 
town’s website at http://
www.tomsbrookva.net/. 

Toms Brook Town Council 
Accepting Bids for Town 

Maintenance 
Because the town does not have a full-time 
town maintenance crew, the town contracts 
the work to local landscaping businesses. 
The town will accept bids for the 2020-2021 
year through the end of July. Maintenance 
includes mowing a small section of town 
property behind the Toms Brook Volunteer 
Fire Department during the mowing season. 
In addition, maintenance includes the 
removal of grass and weeds from the 
sidewalks and gutters on both the east and 
west side of town at least twice a year with a 
required cleaning one week prior to the 
fireman’s parade in August. The final 
requirement is prompt and efficient snow 
and ice removal from Hillcrest Drive and 
Miller Drive.  

For information, those who are licensed 
and insured should contact the mayor at 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net. 

Town Tax Bills Mailed 
Toms Brook’s personal property and real 
estate tax bills have been mailed. Residents 
will notice that the council voted to extend 
the payment date 
to July 15, 2020, 
in alignment with 
the federal tax 
deadline, because 
of the novel 
coronavirus’s impact 
on the economy and local residents. 
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Unfortunately, the fall 
large trash removal was 
not held due to 
scheduling issues. 
Therefore, the town will 
host a June large trash 
pickup the end of June. 
Residents are highly 
encouraged to leave 
items that cannot be left 
for weekly trash pickup in the dumpster 
behind the fire station between June June 
26 and June 29. Please do not leave items 
on the ground around the dumpster and do 
not overfill the dumpster.  

The use of the dumpster is a town courtesy. 
Use of the service is at the risk of the 
resident. Please be respectful of the 
dumpster and do not dispose of things that 
cannot be taken to the Shenandoah County 
Landfill.  

The home of 
Keith and Mel 
Johnson was 
destroyed in a 
fire in the fall. After the investigation into the 
fire closed, the Johnsons decided to rebuild 
the house. But, after all inspections were 
complete, it was discovered that the 
repairs could not be done due to a 
damaged and weakened foundation. The 
house was razed in early May. The 
Johnsons will rebuild a home in the 
same location as soon as all the permits 
are given. 

In the past years, the 
town council with the 
help of planning 
commission 
members has 
participated in a 
town clean up – 
streets, sidewalks, 

gutters, and various other areas. These 
have been held in April. Because of the 
novel coronavirus, the event was not held.  

In order to accomplish the same goal, the 
council is asking residents to clean up in 
front of their property the last weekend in 
June (June 27 and June 28) and leave the 
waste for refuse collection on Monday, June 
29. If necessary, larger items can be taken 
to the dumpster.  

Let’s work together to keep our town clean 
for spring and summer. 

Toms Brook Newsletter June  2020 �7

Big Trash Pick 
Up in June

Gone with the Old  
Waiting for the New
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Want the newsletter by email? 
If you would like to receive the newsletter 

in full color by email, please email the 
mayor at mayor@tomsbrookva.net with your 

name and email. We will be glad to email 
you a copy of the newsletter 

 and save paper.  

PLEASE…
Don’t leave unlicensed vehicles 

in town limits 
There are several residents within the town who have 
vehicles that do not have current registrations or 
plates. This is against town ordinance. Please remove 
any vehicle from your property that is not licensed 
with the Commonwealth of Virginia. If vehicles are 
not moved, the town council will take action against 
the vehicle owner as stated by the ordinance. 
Unlicensed vehicles harbor unwanted wildlife which 
can be a danger to town residents. Please remove 
these vehicles as quickly as possible. 

  

See Something… 

  TELL the police 
For nearly two years, the Toms Brook community 
has had part-time police protection provided by 
the Shenandoah County Sheriff’s Department 
through a contact between the town and the 
department. Currently, the department is 
requesting that the county help fund the 
position, placing a full-time officer within the 
town and the surrounding area. This new 
position would be funded in part by Toms Brook 
and in part by Shenandoah County.  

But, month after month, citizens fail to notify 
the police of events that need police 
intervention. Don’t be afraid to call the police – 
call 911. The sheriff’s department is here to 
help the community. Officers walk the street, 
enforce speed limits, and provide needed 
supervision at various events. Officers are here 
to assist in keeping our community safe.  

The council needs the community to notify the 
police when there are unsafe, illegal, 
questionable, or unfamiliar incidents. If you see 
something that is not right in Toms Brook, please 
call 911 and report the incident.  

The council is working hard to keep Toms Brook 
the peaceful little town it is known to be. But, 
we need your help in doing so. 

THIS IS THE TOWN’S NEWSLETTER.  
Do you have something to add?

The Toms Brook newsletter is published by the town every 
other month, or so; although, there is no regular publication 

date. The publication features various events and news items 
that affect the town of Toms Brook and acts as a means to 

keep our citizens well informed. 

Do you have something to add? Is your church or organization 
having an event that you would like to see featured in the 

newsletter? 

If so, please send your monthly events to 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net or to treasurer@tomsbrookva.net to 
be included in the next newsletter. Please make sure you give 

enough time for publication. The next newsletter will be 
published around the first of April. If you have spring or 

summer events you would like the citizens of Toms Brook to 
know about, please share them for publication.  

You never know what you will find, so check out the town’s 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Toms-Brook-

VA-364726707331804/

New Secure Mailbox for 
Community Access 

The town has purchased a locked mailbox for after-
hours communication with the town office. The box is 
located on the south side of the Toms Brook Volunteer 
Fire Department. The box can be used outside of town 
office hours to deposit tax bills or other information that 
is necessary for the town clerk/treasurer. Payments can 
be left in the new mailbox outside the fire department.

mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
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