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Come on!
Let’s Get the Seasonal 

Glitter Going! 

Ok….there is no Christmas parade in Toms Brook this year 
because of the novel coronavirus. There are parades in both 
Strasburg and Woodstock – but there will not be a parade and a 
visit from Santa in Toms Brook. Hey, don’t look so glum. We 
are still going to celebrate Christmas. 

And…the annual Christmas decorating contest is being 
conducted as usual. Therefore, there is NO reason not to put 
out the lights, get out the tinsel, hang up the green and red, 

don the holly and ivy, and spruce up the place for the holiday 
season. And there is a better reason – the town will provide the 
best decorated homes in the town gift certificates to local Toms 

Brook businesses - $50 first place, $30 second place and $20 third 
place. The decorating contest is judged by the Shenandoah County 
Chamber of Commerce, of which the town is now a member. Judging 
takes place between 6 and 9 p.m, somewhere between the 18th and 
the 22nd of December.  

So, roll out the lights, let the band 
play, and celebrate the season with 
gladness. Who knows? Maybe you will 
win!!!! 

Winners will be notified prior to 
Christmas by the mayor.  
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Your Local 
Government 

Lisa Currie, mayor


Council members: 
Johanna O’Toole, vice mayor


Cena Hubbell

Judy Pangle

Dawn Rinker


Lisa Keller Nelson

Mike Triggs


Planning Commission 
Scott Rinker

Scott Currie


William “Bill” Minton

Matt Platt, chair

Cindy Hockman


Lisa Keller Nelson, council rep 

Toms Brook Town Planner 
Amanda Kerns, NSVRC


Board of Zoning Appeals 
Susie Wilburn, chair


Rick Edge

Kathy Kern 


Richard Funkhouser


Representative to 
Shenandoah County Parks 

and Rec Board: 
Jason Perry


Toms Brook Town Council meets 
the second Thursday of each 

month in the town office at 7 pm. 

Toms Brook Planning 
Commission meets the first 

Thursday of each month in the 
town office at 7:30 pm

Toms  B rook
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TOWN OFFICE  
HOURS 
CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.


  CONTACT US THROUGH 
EMAIL OR BY PHONE 
  
ADDRESS 
Town Office 
PO Box 90 
3342 South Main Street 
Toms Brook, Virginia 22660 

CONTACT 
Phone: 
540-436-8000

LISA CURRIE 
Toms Brook Mayor 

mayor@tomsbrookva.net 

Amanda Kerns 
Town Planner/Zoning 

Administrator 
akerns@nsvregion.org 

540-636-8800 
ext. 202

Maggie O’Toole 
Town Clerk and Treasurer 
treasurer@tomsbrookva.net 

540-436-8000

A Christmas Surprise in the Brook 

2020 has been real depressing,  

Pandemic, unemployment, elections. 

Toms Brook’s council promotes the outstanding, 

Red and white candy cane celebrations. 

Therefore, the elves are red and white painting 

Candy cane stripes for lawn decorations. 

T’will be in Toms Brook’s silent darkness when  

Candy canes in Christmas’s red and white 

Are distributed by elves who descend 

To every house lawn during Toms Brook’s night.  

Merry Christmas from the town of Toms 
Brook!!!!!!

mailto:akerns@nsvregion.org
mailto:treasurer@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:treasurer@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:akerns@nsvregion.org
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 Town Becomes Partners with 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefield 

Foundation 

In November, the Toms Brook Town Council approved a resolution to become partners with 
the Shenandoah Valley Battlefield Foundation. The foundation preserves land that is 
remembered as part of the American Civil War battlefields, and currently, the foundation 
is investigating several properties around the town. 

When the foundation purchases a 
piece of property, the property is 
protected from development for 
perpetuity – meaning until the 
end. This open space protection is 
something the council supports as 
the council does not want housing 
developments on the borders of 
the town – housing which burdens 
educational spaces, hospital 
services, landfill requirements, and water/sewer services. According to the comprehensive 
plan, the town’s goals are to remain the smallest individualized town in the county, not a 
suburb of larger towns.  

With this resolution, the town supports the foundation’s preservation of land within the 
Toms Brook community. 

Real estate and personal 
property taxes due December 15 

Notice about tax bills due – Tax bills for personal property and real estate property are due by 
December 15th. Because of COVID 19, the town office is not open to the public. But office hours 
are being held by town clerk Maggie O’Toole on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9 am to 1 pm and 
Thursday from 1:30 to 5:30 pm. If you need assistance you can call the office at 436-8000. You can 
make a personal appointment with the clerk if of the utmost importance. Wearing a mask within 
the town office is a requirement. You are not permitted to enter the office without a mask. 

Your tax payments can be left in the secured box at the south side of the Toms Brook Volunteer 
Fire Department. Thank you for paying your taxes promptly. 
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Virginia Governor Ralph Northam Announced New Actions to 
Help Stop the Spread of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID 19) 

Strengthened enforcement within 
essential retail businesses: All essential 
retail businesses, including grocery stores 
and pharmacies, must adhere to statewide 
guidelines for physical distancing, wearing 
face coverings, and enhanced 
cleaning. While certain essential retail 
businesses have been required to adhere to 
these regulations as a best practice, 
violations will now be enforceable through 
the Virginia Department of Health as a Class 
One misdemeanor.  

On-site alcohol curfew: The on-site sale, 
consumption, and possession of alcohol is 
prohibited after 10:00 p.m. in any 
restaurant, dining establishment, food court, 
brewery, microbrewery, distillery, winery, or 
tasting room. All restaurants, dining 
establishments, food courts, breweries, 
microbreweries, distilleries, wineries, and 
tasting rooms must close by midnight. 
Virginia law does not distinguish between 
restaurants and bars, however, under current 
restrictions, individuals that choose to 
consume alcohol prior to 10:00 p.m. must be 
served as in a restaurant and remain seated 
at tables six feet apart.  

Virginia is averaging 1,500 newly-reported 
COVID-19 cases per day, up from a statewide 
peak of approximately 1,200 in May. While 
Southwest Virginia has experienced a spike in 
the number of diagnosed COVID-19 cases, all 
five of the Commonwealth’s health regions 
are currently reporting a positivity rate over 
five percent. Although hospital capacity 
remains stable, hospitalizations have 
increased statewide by more than 35 percent 
in the last four weeks. 

�4

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam announced new 
actions to help stop the spread of the novel 
Coronavirus (COVID 19). Please pay attention to 
these new regulations. The virus is within our 
town – people will be affected. Your safety is 
paramount. Following good safety practices such 
as wearing a mask over the nose and mouth, 
washing hands for at least 20 seconds many times 
in a day, and practicing a six to eight food social 
distance from people helps prevent the spread of 
the virus.  

In addition, the governor has announced: 

Reduction in public and private 
gatherings: All public and private in-person 
gatherings must be limited to 25 individuals, 
down from the current cap of 250 people. This 
includes outdoor and indoor settings. 
Expansion of mask mandate: All Virginians aged 
five and over are required to wear face coverings 
in indoor public spaces. This expands the current 
mask mandate, which has been in place in 
Virginia since May 29 and requires all individuals 
aged 10 and over to wear face coverings in indoor 
public settings.

WEAR a mask in indoors public 
places – be safe. Be smart.
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Misty Stickler Named to  
Board of Zoning Appeals 

During the November council meeting, the Toms Brook 
Town Council appointed Misty Sutherly to the Toms Brook 
Board of Zoning Appeals to fill the expired term of Scott 
Rinker. In July, Rinker was appointed the Toms Brook 
Planning Commission to fill the unexpired seat of Cena 
Hubbell who was elected to council in May. 

Sutherly is not a new face to Toms Brook even though 
she has only lived permanently within the town for six 
months. Sutherly is the granddaughter of Thelma and 
Steve Stickler and spent much of her childhood and 
young adult life on Main Street in 
her grandparents’ home. Thelma 
Stickler was the town clerk for 
more than 50 years, so Sutherly is 
quite familiar with the town 
processes, the town goals, and the 
town history. 

When her grandmother passed 
away, Sutherly was given the house 
where she currently lives on Main 
Street. A licensed veterinarian 
technician at Seven Bends Animal 
Hospital in Woodstock, Sutherly 
said she is glad to serve the 
community and looks forward to 
being in the small town of Toms 
Brook.  

Thank  you Misty Sutherly for your 
service.  

Sutherly joins members Susie 
Wilburn, chair, Richard Funkhouser, 
Rick Edge, and Kathy Kern.  
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Toms Brook is changing … 
Welcome New Residents to 

Town 
Over the last couple of months, Toms Brook 

has seen a face change – new residents are 
buying homes which have been in the town for 
years. These homes have been upgraded and 
changed – ready for new families of  the 21st 
Century.  

Toms Brook welcomes you to the town. We 
want to meet you. If you are new resident to 
town, please contact the town clerk Maggie 
O’Toole, so we can get to know you. You can 
learn about the services of the town and the 
history.  

If you want to meet the mayor, please 
contact the Mayor Lisa Currie at 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net or at 
ljgcurrie@yahoo.com. The mayor wants to meet 
you also.  

Welcome to the Best Little Town in the 
County – Welcome to Toms Brook. 

mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:ljgcurrie@yahoo.com
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:ljgcurrie@yahoo.com
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2020 
Toms Brook  

Christmas Ornaments  
For the past four years, Susie Wilburn at Laughing Orange has been creating Toms Brook 
Christmas Ornaments of the town logo. Each year she has added more areas of color to 

the ornament with the goal being to have a fully colored ornament  this year. Additions to this 
year’s ornaments are the evergreen trees becoming a dark green and the train trestle 

becoming a metallic 22k Gold with some 22k Gold apples on the trees in the foreground.   

The 2016 ornaments are all gone. There are 10 of the 2017 ornaments available, 4 of the 
2018 and 3 of the 2019 ornaments available and those ornaments are going to be 
available for $10 each until they are gone. 

To contact Susie: her email is: 

susie.wilburn@gmail.com 

phone: 540-333-5810 
2018

2017

2016

2019

2020 ornaments are all 
reserved and are in the process 

of being delivered to those 
folks who have already 

contacted Susie or have been 
on the list in the past years! 

Contact Susie to be put on a 
waiting list in case someone 
decides they don't want this 

year’s ornament

mailto:susie.wilburn@gmail.com
mailto:susie.wilburn@gmail.com
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Police Report Several Breaking and Entering in October 
In November, Sgt. Kolter Stroop, the deputy who represents the Shenandoah County Sheriff’s 
Department for the town of Toms Brook, reported several breaking and entering situations at the 
north end of town and into the county area around the town. Keeping doors locked and property 
secured prevents unnecessary theft. If you have a situation, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Shenandoah County Sheriff’s Department and report the situation. The town works cooperatively 
with the sheriff’s department through an annual signed agreement in which the town pays for 
police presence during specific times of the day and evening.  

Because of the novel coronavirus and 
the governor’s request for social 
distancing, the December Toms Brook 

Town Council meeting cannot be 
held in the town office. In order 
to have the meeting, this 

meeting is held through Zoom at 
this address: https://zoom.us/j/92826255749 

You can join the meeting by clicking the link and downloading Zoom. You can also call into the 
meeting using the number provided. 928 2625 5749. 

At this point in time, the mayor and council do not know when meetings will return to the town 
office. We will post the information in the Toms Brook Handy Mart and Toms Brook Post Office, so 
citizens are aware as soon as guidance from Richmond is given. If you have any information that 
needs to come before the council please send the information via email to Lisa Currie, mayor, at 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net.  

Your comments will be read at the meeting.  

You can also leave a message at the town office at 436-8000. 

Have some cool photos of Toms Brook? Have some historical photos? Have an interesting idea 
for the newsletter? Want to share the photos or ideas for the newsletter? Please contact the 
mayor at mayor@tomsbrookva.net or at ljgcurrie@yahoo.com. If you want to share, we can 
always use your photos and ideas.  
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Town 
Council Meetings Held 

Through Zoom Until 
Further Notice

https://zoom.us/j/92826255749
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:ljgcurrie@yahoo.com
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PLEASE…

Unregistered Vehicles are not 
Allowed Within the Town Limits 

Over the last few months, several residents 
have expressed concern about unlicensed 
vehicles left abandoned within the town 
limits. Unlicensed vehicles may NOT be left 
within the town. Please remove these or face 
fines.  

THIS IS THE TOWN’S NEWSLETTER.  
Do you have something to add?

The Toms Brook newsletter is published by the town every 
other month, or so; although, there is no regular publication 

date. The publication features various events and news 
items that affect the town of Toms Brook and acts as a 

means to keep our citizens well informed. 

Do you have something to add? Is your church or organization 
having an event that you would like to see featured in the 

newsletter? 

If so, please send your monthly events to 
mayor@tomsbrookva.net or to treasurer@tomsbrookva.net 

to be included in the next newsletter. Please make sure you 
give enough time for publication. The next newsletter will 
be published around the first of April. If you have spring or 

summer events you would like the citizens of Toms Brook to 
know about, please share them for publication.  

You never know what you will find, so check out the town’s 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Toms-Brook-

VA-364726707331804/

New Secure Mailbox for 
Community Access 

The town has purchased a locked mailbox for after-hours 
communication with the town office. The box is located on 
the south side of the Toms Brook Volunteer Fire Department. 
The box can be used outside of town office hours to deposit 
tax bills or other information that is necessary for the town 
clerk/treasurer. Payments can be left in the new mailbox 
outside the fire department.

mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:treasurer@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:mayor@tomsbrookva.net
mailto:treasurer@tomsbrookva.net
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